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OCEANA’S BOARD AND STAFF

extend our deepest appreciation to the CAHILL FAMILY 
for their longstanding commitment to Oceana and 
generous support of the SeaChange Summer Party.
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Welcome to the 19th annual SeaChange Summer Party! 

Thank you for joining us tonight to celebrate the oceans and mark Oceana’s 25th 

anniversary. We are so grateful for your generous support. Together, our SeaChange 

community has raised more than $23 million to safeguard the oceans off California and 

around the world.

We are honored to welcome back our dear friend, actor, comedian, screenwriter, and 

producer June Diane Raphael as our Master of Ceremonies. June will help us celebrate 

tonight’s honoree, actor, entrepreneur, and longtime supporter Kate Walsh. Kate has 

worked with Oceana for nearly two decades, advocating to protect Belize and U.S. waters 

from offshore drilling, and helping safeguard sea turtles, among other issues. Most recently, 

she joined Oceana in June at the Our Ocean Conference in Mombasa, Kenya, where she met 

with government leaders to advocate for healthy oceans that support nutrition and local 

livelihoods. We’re also excited to conclude tonight’s event with a special performance by 

musical guest The Rakiem Walker Project, featuring GLR¥A. 

The Pacific Ocean is our home and our backdrop this evening as we celebrate meaningful 

victories that protect California’s waters. Since we last met, Oceana and our allies helped 

pass new safeguards that protect whales from deadly fishing gear entanglements while 

keeping fishers on the water. In December 2025, California approved ropeless “pop-up gear” 

that can be used in place of conventional gear if the California Dungeness crab fishery is 

closed to protect whales. This victory follows years of campaigning and at-sea gear testing 

by Oceana and our allies. A few months later, the state also approved pop-up gear in a shrimp 

trap fishery. 

In more good news, California passed a new law in October 2025 that will phase out the use 

of set gillnets — mile-long fishing nets anchored to the seafloor intended to catch halibut 

and white sea bass. Removing this fishing gear from the water will protect more than 100 

different ocean animals, including sea lions and sharks, from being unintentionally entangled 

in these nearly invisible nets. 

These, and new rules to protect deep-sea coral gardens on Sur Ridge off Monterey, will help 

protect California’s biodiverse waters – our beautiful backyard.

Oceana’s impact continues to grow around the world, achieving 15 victories in just the last 

year. We’re also marking an important next chapter in 2026 with the launch of operations 

in Ghana, one of Africa’s most fish-dependent nations, where we will campaign alongside 

coastal communities to rebuild fish populations, increase food and nutrition security, and 

strengthen coastal livelihoods. Going forward, Oceana will campaign in 10 countries and the 

European Union to restore ocean health and abundance – for people and the planet. 

Oceana’s 25 years of success, real on-the-water change, would not be possible without the 

people here this evening. We’re excited to celebrate with you and continue our support 

and advocacy on behalf of the oceans, because a healthy ocean is every child’s rightful 

inheritance

For the oceans,

Elizabeth Wahler
Oceana Board Member 
SeaChange Co-Chair  

Jeff Blasingame 
SeaChange Co-Chair 

WELCOME
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Master of Ceremonies — June Diane Raphael

J
une is most well known for her work 
on the long running Netflix series, 
Grace and Frankie, playing Brianna, 

Jane Fonda’s bold entrepreneurial 
daughter. In addition, Amazon MGM 
Studios has ordered a pilot for DINKS, an 
improvised multi-cam comedy starring 
and executive-produced by June Diane 
Raphael and her husband Paul Scheer. 
June was in director Zach Cregger’s 
Weapons, for NewLine. She reprises her 
role in Peacock’s Based on a True Story 
and Apple TV’s The Morning Show. Plus, 
she’s on Netflix’s new animated series 
Mating Season alongside Nick Kroll, Zach 
Woods, and Sabrina Jalees. Upcoming, 
she plays Elle Woods’ mother ‘Eva’ in the 
prequel series, Elle, for Amazon. 

Other notable achievements include the 
2013 Sundance Film, Ass Backwards, 
which she co-wrote and starred in with 
her creative partner, Casey Wilson. Her 
guest star appearances bring in some of 

the seasons’ highest ratings thanks to her 
perfect comedic timing. Her extensive 
television credits include I’m Sorry, Fresh 
Off the Boat, Curb Your Enthusiasm, 
Lady Dynamite, New Girl as Dr. Sadie 
(the lesbian gynecologist and friend of 
Jess and CeCe), The League as Pam, 
Flight of the Conchords, American Dad! 
and The Muppets as Lucy Royce, Head of 
ABC.

She has also appeared in films including 
The Disaster Artist, Blockers, Zodiac, 
Bachelorette, Forgetting Sarah 
Marshall, and Anchorman 2: The Legend 
Continues. June found her niche and love 
of comedy after college when she went to 
work for UCB, first in New York and later 
in Los Angeles. It was in New York where 
Raphael and Wilson wrote their two-
woman sketch show, Rode Hard and Put 
Away Wet, that went on to run for three 
years at UCB.

SPECIAL GUESTS

Honoring — Kate Walsh

K
ate Walsh is widely known for her 
starring roles in Grey’s Anatomy 
and Private Practice, as well as 

Emily in Paris, 13 Reasons Why, and The 
Umbrella Academy.

Raised along California’s northern coast, 
Walsh spent much of her childhood 
exploring the tide pools of Santa Cruz 
before later moving to Tucson, where 
trips to Puerto Peñasco deepened her 
connection to the ocean and marine life.

A longtime supporter of Oceana, Walsh 
has helped advocate for policies to 
protect Belize’s barrier reef from offshore 
drilling, stop the expansion of offshore 
drilling in U.S. waters, and safeguard 
threatened marine wildlife, including sea 
turtles.

She has partnered with National 
Geographic-Lindblad Expeditions to 
promote science-focused exploration 
and conservation, and has supported 
organizations including Sea Legacy, 
World Wildlife Fund, and The Nature 
Conservancy.

Beyond her environmental work, Walsh 
has long been an advocate for women’s 
health and rights, serving on Planned 
Parenthood’s Board of Advocates 
for more than two decades and as an 
ambassador for Operation Smile.

Walsh is the creator and founder of 
the award-winning fragrance company 
Boyfriend Perfume, which has grown into 
an internationally recognized lifestyle 
brand.
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SPECIAL GUESTS

Musical Guests — THE RAKIEM WALKER PROJECT FEATURING GLR¥A

R
akiem Walker is a saxophonist, musical director, arranger, 
producer, and cultural entrepreneur who brings decades of 
artistic excellence and business leadership to his role as Chair 

of the Board of Directors of the WEG Foundation. Born in Brooklyn 
and raised in Harlem and the Bronx, Walker’s deep roots in New York 
City’s music community, from studying under jazz legends Max Roach, 
Donald Byrd, and Milt Hinton at the Harlem Jazzmobile workshops  
to performing and recording alongside Roy Ayers, Gil Scott-Heron, 
The RZA, and members of the Wu-Tang Clan, give him an unparalleled 
understanding of music’s power to shape communities and transform 
lives.

As founder and CEO of Walker Entertainment Group, LLC, Walker has 
built a multifaceted organization that spans artist management, live 
performance, record distribution, event production, and instrument 
design. His ensemble, The Rakiem Walker Project, has brought the 
authentic sound of New York to stages across the United States and 
internationally, including sold-out shows in Sweden with acclaimed 
artist Jason “Timbuktu” Diakté, and has been featured in The New York 
Times, The Guardian, and Bon Appétit.

As Chair, Walker brings to the WEG Foundation a proven record of 
cultivating talent, building creative infrastructure, and connecting 
artists with audiences across cultures and generations. His vision is 
rooted in the belief that music is a universal language and that access 
to it is a right, not a privilege.

RAKIEM WALKER

GLORIA RY’ANN | GLR¥A 
The Next Era Icon G

loria Ry'ann (GLR¥A) isn't just a vocalist, she's an instrument 
of transformation. With a 4.5-octave range that moves from 
whisper to thunder, she doesn't simply perform; she creates 

communion. Born in Houston, raised in Chicago, forged in Harlem, 
GLR¥A carries the lineage of Aretha Franklin, Minnie Riperton, and 
Whitney Houston while charting entirely new territory.

She has graced stages with Rihanna, Jennifer Hudson, Deborah Cox, 
and Patti LaBelle, who herself likened GLR¥A to Whitney. She's lent 
her voice to global brands including JP Morgan Chase, IBM, Chanel, 
and Gucci, and delivered performances for the Rockefeller Family's 
Oceana Foundation. Her residencies at Marcus Samuelsson's Red 
Rooster Harlem and other iconic New York venues have made her a 
defining voice of the city's musical soul.

Classically trained by Dr. Lena McLin (vocal coach to Chaka Khan and 
Jennifer Hudson), GLR¥A blends soul, gospel, jazz, and contemporary 
artistry into something singular. Whether she's commanding sold-
out international venues in Sweden with Timbuktu, soundtracking 
Lifetime TV campaigns, or bringing New York City back to life in the 
2021 tourism reopening campaign, she makes every listener feel like 
she's singing directly to them, because she is. Her Grammy-nominated 
background work has prepared her for her forthcoming solo album on 
Sony Orchard/Walker Entertainment Group. This is her moment. This 
is her breakthrough. And when you hear her, you'll understand why 
her daily prayer is that her voice reaches people "to incite love, healing, 
and hope."

GLR¥A is not following legends.  She is becoming one.
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The Abrahams 
Family Fund

Bruce and Analisa Albert
Hannah An and 

Mike Dreyer
Helayne Angelus
JoAnne Artman
Monique Bär
Tamar and Herbert 

Bedolfe
Dan Bennatt and 

Ashley Ellrich
Toni Berlinger
Patricia Berns
Carol and Dennis 

Berryman
Larry and Deborah 

Bridges
Patricia and Marc Brutten
Ward and Mari Bukofsky
Karen and Bruce Cahill
Callan - Karpenko Family
Leslie and Dino Cancellieri
Drew Caples
Mary and John Carrington
Renetta Caya
Jin and Judy Chang
Lang and Alison Cottrell
Stephen and 

Iovanna Couig
Donnie Crevier and 

Laurie Kraus
Randy and Sally Crockett

Ken Driscoll
Steve and Laurie Duncan
Anne Earhart
Jim and Patricia Edwards
Linda Edwards
David Frosh
Keith Gallo
Jeannie Gambino
Gregory Gilliland and 

Lavinia Homoreanu
Bhadra and Mark Gordon
Ed and Adela Grech
David Guichet and 

Jacinthe Paquette
Jim and Kelly Hallman
Jane and Joe Hanauer
Maralou Harrington
Jim Hedgecock and 

Alexis Self
Paul and Sara Heeschen
Peter and Julie Hill
Ron Holt and Virginia 

Pereira
James and Michelle 

Jaeger
Karen Jaffe
David and Kristen James
Michele Johnson
Guy Johnson and 

Trish Mangold
Fletcher and 

Annemarie Jones
Karen Jordan

Suzie and Dave Kaplan
Jena King
Charlie and Lynda Kinstler
Scott and Melissa Knode
Eve Kornyei
Mike Lake and Yvonne 

Schroeder
Ed and Amy Leasure
Bonnie Lee and 

Justin Pham
Michael Y. Lee
Lisa Lisherness
Kelly Brochu Loveless 

and Jacob Loveless
Sara and Jack Lowell
Christine Lundstedt
Barbara and Greg 

MacGillivray
Meghan MacGillivray
Amy Mack
Elizabeth Manji
Shawn Marschel
Twila Martin
Lori Martin
Richard and Lisa Merage
Britt and Robert Meyer
James Moore and 

Susanne Elstein
Sir Thomas Moore and 

Laurie Rodnick
Richard Munsen and 

Deidra Wager
Elmira Najafi

Lourdes Nark
Paul and Debbie Naudé
Carl and Janet Nolet
Oscar Nunez and 

Ursula Whittaker
Christina Ochoa
Chase and Jena Offield
James and Sujo Offield
Dale and Miranda Ostler
Dennis Panzer
Chris Pascale
Doug and Teresa Pasquale
Jeff and Elizabeth Phelan
Matt Puzio and 

Daria Blyskal
Gena Reed
Sean Reily and 

Kathy Kristof
Marisa and Stephen 

Robbins
Sue and David Rockefeller
Louis and Laura Rohl
Harley and Kaira Rouda
Pamela Roy
Wendy and Fred Salter
Jim and Gretchen 

Iverson Sandler
Matthew Sawyer and 

Gabriella Vizcarra
South Coast Plaza
Anton and Jennifer 

Segerstrom
Cherilyn Sheets

Suzie and Michael Silvers
Vince Spinnato
Cathy Stiefel and 

Keith Behner
Scott Struthers
Sanford and Charna Sugar
Christy Sullins
Cyd and Steven Swerdlow
Alicia Thompson
Michael and Nancy 

Thompson
Jim and Julie Ann Ulcickas
Elizabeth Wahler
Valaree Wahler and 

Jeff Sherwood
Valarie Van Cleave and 

Uwe Waizenegger
Colin Watson and 

Janee Pennington
Wendy and Mike Wiley
Ray and Sandra Wirta
David Wirta
Mark Wittcoff and 

Nancy Christiano
Susie and George Wood
Cheryl Wood
Jean Wu
Linda Young
Kate Zuckerman

Event Committee

Julie Anderson-Leonardo
Patricia Berns
Jeff Blasingame
Kelly Brochu
Brent Cahill
Karen Cahill
Connie Callan

Leslie A. Cancellieri
Mary Carrington
Renetta Caya
Judy Chang
Sally Crockett
Diana Hasenbalg
Julie Hill

Suzie Kim Silvers
Robert Kollar
Eve Kornyei
Bonnie Lee
Slane Lightburne 
Sara Lowell
Britt and Robert Meyer

Janet Nolet
Bradley Pivar
Andrea and Wayne Rayan
Stephanie Rogers
Gabe Serrato-Buelna 
Kira Sousa 
Hunter Tate

Julie Ann Ulcickas
Valarie Van Cleave
Gabriella Vizcarra
Elizabeth Wahler
Jean Weiss

Executive Committee

John Corbett

Bo Derek

Dennis Haysbert

January Jones

Angela Kinsey

Billy Magnussen

Austin Nichols

Oscar Nunez

Christina Ochoa

Sally Pressman

June Diane Raphael

Cobie Smulders

Aimee Teegarden

Sam Trammell

Kate Walsh

Ursula Whittaker

Host Committee

Co-Chairs 
Elizabeth Wahler

Jeff Blasingame

Vice-Chairs 
Kelly Brochu

Gabe Serrato-Buelna

Karen Cahill
Ted Danson
Julie Hill

Eve Kornyei
Britt Meyer
Valarie Van Cleave

2026 COMMITTEE

Chair Emeriti
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PARTNERS

Presenting Partner
Biossance

Pacific Coast Partners
Northern Trust 

The SoCal BMW Centers

We thank our Partners* for their generous support of Oceana’s 
2026 SeaChange Summer Party. Proceeds from the event 

will help Oceana protect and restore the world's oceans.

714Tickets

Carol and Dennis Berryman

Kelly Brochu Loveless and Jacob Loveless

Giorgio Armani Corporation

Bonnie Lee and Justin Pham

Barbara and Greg MacGillivray

Elizabeth Manji

Marisa and Steve Robbins

Laura and Lou Rohl

Gabriel Serrato-Buelna and Byron Rabin 

Suzie and Michael Silvers

Sonance Cares

South Coast Plaza

Trisha Yount

Anonymous
Robert Barth and Nicole Frank

Brutten Family Foundation
Karen and Bruce Cahill 

Connie Callan
CHANEL

Donnie Crevier of The Crevier Family Foundation

Kelly Petrovich and Brent Cahill
Wendy and Fred Salter
Kira and Gabriel Sousa

Valarie Van Cleave and Uwe Waizenegger
Gabriella Vizcarra and Matthew Sawyer

Elizabeth Wahler
Valaree Wahler and Jeff Sherwood

DMK Foundation (David E. and Michelle Kelley) 

Jean and Tim Weiss 

*As of July 6, 2026

Beto and Tamar Bedolfe 

John and Mary Carrington

Susan and Howard Drake

Hannah An and Mike Dreyer

Diana and David Hasenbalg

Michael Y. Lee

Britt and Robert Meyer

Moncler

Moroccanoil

Christy Sullins

Wendy and Mike Wiley
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Oceana is grateful for the generous support of 
 these Sponsors and Underwriters*

Presenting Partner

Pacific Coast Partners

Our Generous Underwriters

*As of July 1, 2026

SPONSORS

Exclusive Media Partner
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DONORS

Thank You 
to our Generous Auction Donors*

Premier Donors
BMW and the SoCal BMW Centers

The Asher Foundation

Wendy Sawyer

Matthew Sawyer

Brie Vizcarra

IYC (Katie Stevens & Michael Selter)

*As of July 1, 2026

Donors
714 Tickets

Adeel Vo-Kahn and Kim Vo Salon
A'maree's

Aqua Expeditions
Azlee

Baccarat
Baja Discovery

Balmain 
Bvlgari Hotel Roma

Camilla
Castelfalfi

Connie Callan
Dana Wharf Sportfishing &  

Whale Watching
Dr. John Laura

Elyzian
Gabriel Serrato &  

Byron M. Rabin, Esq.

Gérard Bertrand
Giorgio Armani

Julia Post Jewelry
Knife Pleat

La Jolla Cosmetic Medical Spa
LA Opera

Laguna Cliffs Marriott  
Resort & Spa

LIULI Crystal Art
LuxSecondSnob

Mark Maryanovich
Mark Pomerantz

Mike & Wendy Wiley
Mikimoto
Moncler

Montage Laguna Beach
Neiman Marcus

OnQue Style
Palladium Hotel Group

PRP Wine International
Punta NIZUC Resort & Spa

Regent Hong Kong
Robin Hiers

Sail with Mana
Sand Cloud

Sonance
South Coast Plaza
Stella McCartney

Swans Island
The Brando

The Ranch at Laguna Beach
The Resort at Pelican Hill

The Sea Ranch Lodge
Viceroy Bali

WeberStrength
Yvonne Schroeder

Zegna



2026  Victories
•	 Philippines’ Province of Palawan Reserves Municipal Waters for Small-Scale Fishers 

•	 Canada Releases National Strategy to Reduce Whale Entanglements in Fishing Gear

•	 Whale-Safe Gear Approved for California’s Coonstripe Shrimp Fishery

•	 Canada’s Court of Appeal Upholds Federal Authority to Regulate Plastics

•	 New Law in New Jersey Limits Single-Use Plastics

2025 Victories Since Last SeaChange 
•	  Deep-Sea Coral Gardens Protected in California

•	 California Approves Pop-Up Gear to Reduce Whale Entanglements

•	 Spain Strengthens Rules on Fishing Vessel Engines to Protect Fisheries 

•	 Mediterranean Fishing Vessels Required to Obtain Permanent Identification Numbers to Increase Transparency

•	 California Protects Ocean Biodiversity and Reduces Animal Entanglements

•	 Spain Designates Six New Marine Protected Areas

•	 Scotland Protects Over 100,000 Square Kilometers of Ocean from Destructive Fishing

•	 Philippines Protects Coral-Rich Waters of Panaon Island

•	 Oregon Adopts New Plan to Recover Critically Endangered Orcas

•	 New Rules in California’s Recreational Crab Fishery Will Help Prevent Animal Entanglements

•	 Spain Bans Destructive Bottom Trawling in Cabliers Bank

•	 Chile Approves Management Plan for Nazca-Desventuradas Marine Park 

•	 Canada Begins Rebuilding Depleted Fish Populations with Science-Based Plans 

VICTORIES
TOGETHER WITH OUR ALLIES:
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Board of Directors 2026 

Diana Thomson, Chair 
The Nikita Foundation

María Eugenia Girón, Vice Chair 
Business Leader

Sara Lowell, Treasurer 
Marisla Foundation

James Sandler, Secretary 
The Sandler Foundation

Keith Addis, President 
Industry Entertainment Partners

Salla Alfieri 
Philanthropist

Herbert M. Bedolfe, III 
Marisla Foundation

Ted Danson 
Actor/Activist

Nicholas Davis 
Fundación Punta de Lobos  

Euroamerica

Patrice Etlin 
Advent International

Maya Gabeira 
Professional Big Wave Surfer

César Gaviria 
World Lecturer

Loïc Gouzer 
Ocean Advocate

Dr. Christina Chemtai Hicks 
Lancaster University, UK

Jena King 
Jena and Michael King Foundation

Ben Koerner 
The Arcadia Fund

Dr. Daniel Pauly 
The University of  

British Columbia

David Rockefeller Jr. 
Sailor/Conservationist

Lex Sant  
The Summit Foundation

Matthew Sawyer 
Art Weiss Industrial  

Properties, Inc.

Simon Sidamon-Eristoff 
Kalbian Hagerty LLP

Dr. Rashid Sumaila 
The University of  

British Columbia

Elizabeth Wahler 
Entrepreneur

Sam Waterston 
Actor/Activist

Jean Weiss 
Ocean Advocate

Antha Williams 
Bloomberg Philanthropies

www.oceana.org 

BELIZE  BRAZIL  CANADA  CHILE  EUROPE  GHANA  MEXICO  PERU  PHILIPPINES  UNITED KINGDOM  UNITED STATES

Mailing Information:

Oceana Board of Directors 

c/o Oceana (Office of the CEO) 

1025 Connecticut Avenue, NW Suite 200 

Washington, DC 20036 USA 

Phone: +1 (202) 467-1986



Oceana is 
celebrating 
25 years of 
achieving 
tangible policy 
victories that protect and 
restore the world’s oceans. 
None of this success would be 
possible without your support. 
Our campaigns have helped reduce 
overfishing, create new marine 
protected areas, stop destructive fishing 
like bottom trawling, curb plastic pollution, 
limit the expansion of offshore drilling, increase 
fishing transparency at sea, and protect threatened 
species like whales and sharks. Join us as we take a walk 
down memory lane, highlighting just a few of the milestones that 
made Oceana what it is today — the largest international advocacy 
organization dedicated solely to ocean conservation. 

© Oceana/Carlos Minguell



2001-2011
In our first decade, Oceana protected vital 
ocean habitats and endangered animals 
including sharks and sea turtles, reduced 
harmful mercury pollution, decreased 
wasteful and destructive fishing around 
the world, and documented new and rare 
marine species.

Founding for the Oceans
In 2001, Oceana was established by the Pew 
Charitable Trusts, Rockefeller Brothers Fund, Oak 
Foundation, Marisla Foundation, and the Sandler 
Foundation following a sobering discovery  — less than 
0.5% of all resources spent by environmental nonprofit 
groups in the United States went to ocean advocacy. 
To fill the gap, they created Oceana, which would 
focus solely on oceans, and run specific, time-bound 
campaigns to achieve policy victories that help protect 
and restore the world’s oceans. 

Freezing the Footprint 
In a historic victory in 2005, the U.S. closed destructive 
commercial fishing in nearly 1 million square kilometers of 
north Pacific Ocean surrounding the Aleutian Islands of Alaska, 
an area equal to Texas and California combined. Over the next 
few years, Oceana achieved additional victories to stop bottom 
trawling in precious marine habitats across Spain, Portugal, the 
U.S. West Coast, the Bering Sea, and Belize. 

Out at Sea
In 2006, Oceana conducted its first 
expedition in the Mediterranean 
on board its catamaran the Ranger, 
gathering scientific evidence to advocate 
for habitat protection. Over the last two 
decades the Ranger has helped Oceana 
document Europe’s unique marine 
habitats and secure protections for 29 
areas in the Mediterranean and Atlantic, 
plus 12 trawling bans across the region.  

Cruise Control 
In 2004, in one of Oceana’s 
first major victories, Royal 
Caribbean Cruise Lines, the 
second largest cruise line 
in the world at the time, 
agreed to install advanced 
wastewater treatment 
technology on all of its ships, 
greatly reducing the amount 
of sewage and gray water 
dumped into the ocean 
every day. 

© Oceana

© Oceana/Carlos Suárez

© Oceana



Protecting
Belize’s Reef 
Following threats by Belize’s government to open 
up its waters, including the largest coral reef in 
the Western Hemisphere, to offshore oil drilling, 
Oceana and our allies organized the nation’s first 
ever “People’s Referendum” in 2012 to allow the 
public to vote on whether or not to allow offshore 
oil drilling in Belize’s reef. On this historic occasion, 
96% voted against offshore exploration and drilling. 

Vibrant Oceans Initiative 
In 2014, Bloomberg Philanthropies announced its 
Vibrant Oceans Initiative, which facilitated new Oceana 
campaigns to boost fish populations and secure coastal 
livelihoods in Brazil, the Philippines, and Chile. This 
renewed our shared mission to save the oceans and 
feed the world. Oceana estimates that a fully restored 
and responsibly managed ocean could help feed more 
than a billion people a healthy seafood meal each day. 

A Win for Biodiversity
In 2013, Oceana and National 
Geographic led an expedition to 
the Desventuradas Islands in Chile, 
uncovering extraordinary levels of 
biodiversity in the previously unknown 
seas surrounding these islands. Following 
the expedition, Oceana released a report 
on the findings and a proposal for the 
region’s protection. In the coming years, 
this area became a fully-protected “no-
take zone” marine park — the largest in 
the Americas. 

Global Fishing Watch
In 2016, Oceana, SkyTruth, and Google 
launched Global Fishing Watch. A first of its kind 
technology, this platform enables anyone with an 
internet connection to see global fishing activity 
and track commercial fishing vessels in near 
real-time, for free. This important innovation was 
designed to create more transparency at sea and 
help deter illegal fishing. Today, around 120,000 
commercial fishing vessels  — about one-third of 
the world’s industrial fishing fleet — can now be 
tracked on the Global Fishing Watch map. 

© Tom Hines

© Oceana/Eduardo Sorensen

© Oceana/Franz Mahr

2011-2016
The next five years were a period of 
transformational growth for Oceana, 
reaching new coastal countries (Brazil, 
Canada, Peru, and the Philippines) to 
rebuild fish populations, emphasizing 
global fishing transparency at sea, and 
protecting large swaths of ocean habitat. 



Brazilians Band Together
In 2018, Oceana teamed up with artisanal fishers from 
Brazil’s southernmost state, Rio Grande do Sul, to 
pass a law banning bottom trawling along the state’s 
620-kilometer coast. Prior to the ban, bottom trawling 
was depleting fish stocks, threatening marine biodiversity, 
and destroying habitat, all of which the local community 
relies on to support their livelihoods. Now, local fishers 
report many fish stocks are recovering.  

Canada Makes History 
In 2019, Oceana advocated to modernize 
one of Canada’s oldest and outdated 
laws: its Fisheries Act. For the first time 
in the country’s history, the law now 
requires science-based rebuilding of all 
depleted fish populations.  

Addressing the Plastic Crisis
In 2021, Oceana helped advance more policies to combat the 
plastic pollution crisis than ever before. In the U.S., Oceana and 
our allies developed state momentum, achieving new policies 
in California, Delaware, Maryland, New York, Virginia, and 
Washington. In Chile, Oceana was also instrumental in passing one 
of the strongest laws to combat plastic pollution in the world. 

© Oceana/Marcos Jatahy

© Oceana/Brennen Schuelke

2016-2021
During this period, Oceana gained 
steady momentum in many of our 
campaigns. With help from our allies, 
we achieved critical policy wins to 
restore fisheries and protect species 
from threats including shark finning 
and plastic pollution. 

Ending the Shark
Fin Trade
Oceana has long advocated to end 
the global shark fin trade, helping to 
secure shark finning protections in 
Canada, Chile, the EU, and Peru. In 
2021, the U.S. Congress passed a law 
to ban the buying and selling of shark 
fins, officially removing the U.S. from 
this unsustainable and cruel industry, 
where fins from as many as 73 million 
sharks end up each year.  



Post-Brexit
In 2022, Oceana launched new campaigns in the 
United Kingdom. Post-Brexit, the UK ranked among 
the top 15 fishing areas in the world, yet only 37% of 
the UK’s fish stocks are considered healthy. Oceana’s 
campaigns in the UK focus on stopping bottom 
trawling and offshore drilling in marine protected areas 
(MPAs) and ensuring that all commercial fish stocks 
around the UK, including those shared with the EU, 
are fished within responsible, science-based levels. 

Partnering with Peru’s 
Artisanal Fishers 
In 2023, Peru’s Congress 
unanimously passed a law to 
strengthen protections for the 
first five miles off the country’s 
coast and support artisanal 
fishers. This coastal area is one of 
the most productive in the world. 
This victory, which was won 
thanks to steadfast campaigning 
by artisanal fishers and their allies, 
including Oceana, helps support 
ocean abundance, biodiversity, 
and livelihoods in Peru. 

Tackling Amazon’s 
Plastic Footprint
For four years in a row, Oceana 
released reports estimating 
Amazon’s massive plastic 
footprint and calling on the 
company to reduce its use of 
single-use plastic packaging. 
In 2024, Amazon announced it 
removed all plastic air pillows 
from its delivery packaging used 
at its global fulfillment centers 
and replaced them with recycled 
paper filler. Plastic air pillows 
are made from plastic film — the 
deadliest type of plastic to large 
marine animals. The company 
estimated that this decision 
would avoid nearly 15 billion 
plastic air pillows every year.  © Oceana

© Oceana/Sebastián Castañeda

2021-present
The oceans and the people who depend 
on them are forever linked. As we 
continue this critical work of protecting 
and restoring the world’s oceans, Oceana 
is expanding our focus to not just who 
catches the most fish, but also who 
needs fish the most. 

A Race to 30x30 
In recent years, Oceana and 
our allies are supporting 
an important global goal: 
protecting 30% of the oceans 
by 2030. In the Philippines, 
we helped create a marine 
protected area (MPA) around 
Panaon Island, an area rich with 
healthy corals and marine life. 
In Mexico, following scientific 
expeditions with our partner 
Blancpain, we helped convince 
the government to approve 
two new MPAs in the Gulf of 
Mexico, creating a conservation 
corridor that is home to more 
than 3,000 marine species. 

To Ghana
In 2026, Oceana 
launched its first 
campaign team 
in Ghana, one 
of West Africa’s 
most fish-reliant 
nations. Our new 
team in Accra will 
work in allyship 
with fish-reliant 
communities 
to help rebuild 
fisheries, boost 
nutrition and local 
access to fish, and 
safeguard coastal 
livelihoods.   

Regulating Salmon Farming
For years, Oceana and our allies have campaigned to better regulate Chile’s fraught salmon farming industry. In 
2023, a new law passed requiring Chile’s Fisheries Service to publish data on the use of antibiotics, antiparasitics, 
mortalities, and the number of salmon produced by companies. 

Our oceans continue to face many threats. But the seas can also be a part of the 
solution. Restored, healthy, abundant oceans can help fight climate change, sustain livelihoods, 
and feed more than 1 billion people a healthy seafood meal every day, forever. Together, we can 
save the oceans and help feed the world.   

© Oceana/Danny Ocampo

© Oceana/Michael Aboya
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Thank you, Elizabeth, Jeff, the incredible 
SeaChange Summer Party Co-Chairs, and the 

Executive Committee! We are very grateful to you 
for making SeaChange so memorable and for your 
unwavering dedication to protecting marine life. 

To the generous businesses, friends, and donors 
who contributed to the auction and who support 
Oceana’s campaigns – your belief in our mission 

means the world to our oceans and planet. 

From Jean and Tim Weiss
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A Quiet Convergence of Canyon & Coast
Your hidden canyon oasis is just steps from the sprawling Pacific Ocean in South Laguna Beach.  

We invite you to stay, play, dine, and unwind in our corner of paradise.

theranchlb.com | 949.499.2271







See a SoCal BMW Center today for details on
the 2026 BMW 550e Plug-In Hybrid

or visit SOCALBMW.com

The BMW 550e xDrive Sedan Plug-In Hybrid, presented in 
Laguna Seca Blue, is featured as part of Oceana’s 
SeaChange Gala live auction.

This electrified, executive sedan is truly the best of both 
words. Delivering legendary performance and efficiency with 
its TwinPower Turbo engine in combination with the eDrive 
motor.  And equipped with the Dynamic Handling Package 
for optimal cornering and ride comfort, M Sport packages 
with dynamic details like a rear spoiler and BMW Iconic Glow 
Grille, and much more including a suite of advanced driver 
assistance technologies.

Inside, customized Taupe and Atlas Grey Merino Leather 
upholstery is paired with thoughtful details such as 
multi-function seating, a Sky Lounge Panoramic Roof, and 
the BMW Curved Display with Head-Up Display. Additional 
features include a Bowers & Wilkins Surround Sound System 
and integrated digital services.

The BMW 550e xDrive Sedan Plug-In Hybrid represents a 
continued evolution in design, technology, and electrification.

© 2026 BMW of North America, LLC. The BMW trademarks are registered trademarks.

THE ULTIMATE 
WAVE MAKER.

BMW is proud to be the Official Automotive Partner 
of Oceana and the SeaChange Summer Party.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION:  
MARK A . HARDTKE, SR . 
President of Orange County and San Diego 
949-717-5500 
NORTHERNTRUST.COM/NEWPORT-BEACH

Northern Trust surrounds you with the expertise you need 
so you can meet the ambitions you have for your wealth.

F I N A N C I A L T I M E S G R O U P 
(14 O F T H E L A S T 17 Y E A R S)

BEST PRIVATE 
BANK U.S.

Y E A R S A DV I S I N G
W E A LT H Y I N D I V I D UA L S  

A N D FA M I L I E S

135+
D I S C I P L I N E S AC R O S S  

B A N K I N G , T R U S T & E S TAT E S ,  
W E A LT H P L A N N I N G A N D M O R E

40+

INVESTING  /  BANKING  /  TRUST & ESTATE SERVICES  /  WEALTH PLANNING  /  FAMILY OFFICE 

Member FDIC. © 2026 Northern Trust Corporation.

Wealth planning for where the  
world is going, not where it's been.
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Gérard Bertrand is a proud supporter of Oceana
With 17 biodynamic estates in the South of France, 

Gérard Bertrand brings the Mediterranean art of living across the world.

LEARN MORE ABOUT US

Since 2025 its wine "La Grande Bleue", 
a tribute to the Mediterranean sea contributes to the support of Oceana's actions.
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FINE JEWELRY |  ELYZIAN.COM  |  @ELYZIAN | NEWPORT BEACHFINE JEWELRY |  ELYZIAN.COM  |  @ELYZIAN | NEWPORT BEACH



18k Fine Jewelry, Made in Los Angeles

azleejewelry.com

Knife Pleat  |  South Coast Plaza - Penthouse

3333 Bristol Street, Suite 3001  |  Costa Mesa, CA 92626 

(714) 266-3388  |       knifepleat  |  knifepleat.com

Helmed by chef Tony Esnault and
restaurateur Yassmin Sarmadi, Knife Pleat is

an elegant and approachable restaurant
that showcases modern, seasonal

interpretations of classic French cuisine.

A MICHELIN-STARRED
FRENCH MASTERPIECE



Elizabeth, Valarie, Karen, Gabe, Jeff, and Kelly for your 
tireless work to ensure Oceana’s SeaChange Summer 

Party 19th anniversary celebration is a success!

Thank You

Valaree Wahler and Jeff Sherwood
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markpomerantz.comMenswear by Appointment

Mark Pomerantz is an idea, and a promise. An idea to take the best 
elements of designer clothing and bespoke tailoring, and make 
them one. And a promise to provide the  nest private client 
menswear experience on the planet. 

The  rst appointment is a conversation. The result is a wardrobe 
that speaks volumes. Meet Mark, and begin creating your own 
signature aesthetic. 

Watch. Swiss.
Car. Italian.
Wine. French.
Suit. Mark Pomerantz.

With your gift the next generation can inherit 
a healthy ocean. Join the Crevier Family 

Foundation by including a gift for Oceana in 
your will, trust, or beneficiary designation. 

You can help restore and protect the marine 
wildlife and habitat for years to come!



The Brutten Family is proud to support 
the work that Oceana is accomplishing 

in all oceans of the globe.



OCEANS OF GRATITUDE

To our wonderful volunteers who spend countless hours 
ensuring that the SeaChange Summer Party is a success. 

Volunteering is a work of heart.

We couldn’t do it without you!



E N J O Y  R E S P O N S I B L Y

NOLET SPIRITS USA

OCEANA’S SEACHANGE SUMMER PARTY
is a proud supporter of

©2026. Double eagle Brands 1 B.V., Schiedam Netherlands, Registered in the Netherlands. All rights reserved.
NOLET’S Silver Gin. 47.6% Alc./Vol. (95.2 Proof). Imported by NOLET’S US Distribution, Aliso Viejo, CA.

KETEL ONE Vodka, Distilled from Grain. 40% Alc./Vol. Imported by Ketel One USA, Aliso Viejo, CA



Marlon Brando's private
getaway can be yours too
T H E B R A N D O.C O M

We are honored to support Oceana
in its mission to protect the ocean



From the shores of Maine to the 
coast of California: honoring 
handcrafted heritage, natural 
fiber, and weaving a sustainable 
future.

Swans Island Company proudly 
stands with Oceana in their vital 
mission to protect and restore 
the world’s oceans for 
generations to come.

In support of Oceana's work
to protect our oceans.

The Callan Family



LET’S
CREATE

As an award-winning technical 
production company, we provide a 
full range of expertise, all in-house. 

Our team combines specializations 
in video, lighting, staging, and 

sound to create remarkable 
experiences for special events.

C O M P L E T E  T E C H N I C A L  S O L U T I O N S

CONNECT WITH US

@briteideascts949-460-2070 bicts.com



A WORLD OF OIL-INFUSED BEAUTY
Moroccanoil.com



POWERFULTOGETHER
Embrace a lifestyle of elegance and environmental stewardship

Each office is independently owned & operated. DRE 01767484

Protecting What Makes  
Our Coast Extraordinary

Proudly recognized by RealTrends among the top 1.5% of real estate professionals nationwide. 

I am honored to support Oceana’s mission to protect and restore the waters  
and shorelines that make our communities so special. Thank you for joining us  

in helping preserve these remarkable places for generations to come.

KELLY BROCHU  
Global Real Estate Advisor | DRE 02122619 
949.295.0212 | kelly@kellybrochu.com | kellybrochu.com





Your support 
makes an
ocean of 
difference

Please Give Generously Today
A healthy, fully restored ocean
could feed more than 1 billion
people each day, forever.

Call us today at +1.202.833.3900, email us at info@oceana.org, or visit Oceana.org/give. Oceana is a tax-
exempt 501(c)(3) organization and contributions are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law.

© Oceana/John Romero



THE  MISSION:

"A healthy ocean is every child’s rightful inheritance." 
Our mission is to raise awareness and support Oceana to bring back the 

ocean’s bounty for future generations.

A percentage of proceeds will be donated to local 
ocean conservation organizations. 
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This program was printed by Commerce Printing which is committed 
to decreasing the environmental impact of their operations. 

They are an FSC-Certified printer, powered by 100% wind energy and use vegetable-based inks.

OCEANA
1025 CONNECTICUT AVENUE, NW

SUITE 200
WASHINGTON, DC 20036 USA

PHONE: +1 (202) 833-3900


